Needed: a working class
response to the crisis

The response to the economic crisis by working people,
women and men, must be a massive campaign to buijld a
Peoples Coalition for a genuine alternative to corporate
greed.Such a campaign, led by the labour movement|and
its allies, should fight to restructure the econptoypro-
vide sustainable jobs and to improve social services sych as
health, education and universal child care, to provid
creased opportunities for women in the work fof@epro-
tect jobless workers and their families, El payments
be set at 90% of previous earnings for the full durati
unemployment. Evictions and utility cutefagainst all fami
lies afected by unemployment must be bannidte labou
movement must put much greater emphasis garozing
unolganized women, the most important way to conpbat
poverty and income disparity

But as long as capitalism continues, it will continu¢ to
generate povertynequality exploitation, environmental
degradation and warhese are not accidental sidéeets,
they are necessary ingredients of a system designed to|maxi-
mize profit in private hands. Under capitalism, the woinen
of the world face tremendous struggles to win new prog
or to hold on to gains already won. Every step forward
will be threatened by the next economic downturn, j|and
the danger of war is never absent. Only socialism, bjased
on democratic, collective ownership and working class
power can permit the enormous creative and produgtive
potential of the world's workers to be used constructiyely
for human needs.

On IWD 2010, the Communist Party of Canadasts
in solidarity with all those who struggle for peace, equality
democracy and social progress.better world is both pos-
sible and necessary - the world of socialism, the only syistem
which can guarantee full equality and a future for humanity!
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The origin of TWD

The following resolution was adopted by the Second
International Conference of Socialist Women, held August
26-27, 1910, in Copenhagen, Denmark. This resolution
launched the organized celebration of March 8 as
International Women’s Day.

“In agreement with the class-conscious, political and
trade union organizations of the proletariat of their
respective countries, the Socialist women of all countries
will hold each year a Women’s Day, whose foremost
purpose it must be to aid the attainment of women’s
suffrage. This demand must be held in conjunction with
the entire women’s question according to Socialist
precepts. The Women’s Day must have an international
character and is to be prepared carefully.”

Since our founding in 1921, Canadian Communists have
played a leading role in struggles for peace, jobs, equality
democracyand socialism. Contact us for information:

COMMUNIST PARTY OF CANADA

290A DanforthAve., Toronto, ON, M4K 1N6
416-469-2446 info@cpc-pcc-ca

Wwww.communist-party.ca

YOUNG COMMUNIST LEAGUE

TheYCL works across Canada to help build the fightback
by youth against corporate globalization and imperialist war

YCL, 290 DanforthAve., Toronto, ON, M4K 1N6
416-469 2446 ycl_lic@ycl-ljc.ca wwwcl-ljc.ca

“News for people, not forprofits”

Read Peopls'Voice for news and analysis from a working class
perspective! Contact us for a sample ¢apyto subscribe ($3(C
year or $15 low-income)

PeoplesVoice, 706 Clark DrVancouverBC, V5L 3J1
604-255-2041 pvoice@telus.net wypeoplesvoice.ca
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March 8th...

"Equal rights, equal
opportunities,
progress for all"
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For 99 years, March 8 has been a day to honour
women's struggles, take stock of hard-won gains,
and put forward demands to promote full equality.
Communists have played a leading role since the
inception of International Women's Day, which was
unanimously adopted by a Socialist International
women's conference in Copenhagen in 1910 and
observed for the first time in 1911. The Communist
Party of Canada salutes women who are struggling
throughout the world for peace, justice and equality,
whose full participation is essential for the success
of all working class and democratic movements.

Communist Party of Canad

IWD 2010 statement



"Equal rights, equal
opportunities,
progress forall."

This year on IWD, the United Nations has chosen the
slogan "Equal rights, equal opportunities, progress for all."”
Yet the obstacles to achieving those legitimate goals are
massive.

Canadas satus of women, particularly economic con-
dition, is being condemned internationally
The recent report, “Reality ChecWomen
in Canada and the Beijing Declaration a
Platform forAction FifteenYears On” (by
the CLC and RFIA) has stated, “women and
girls living in poverty currently rely on wel- =
fare incomes so low that the National Courfige
cil of Welfare called them “cruel” in its 2006
report. The poverty levels and the lack o
social assistance to women in Canada
been raised by virtually every United Nation
body that reviews Canadahuman rights
performance, including the CEWA Com-
mittee, the Committee on Economic, Soci
and Cultural Rights, the Human Rights Co
mittee, and the Human Rights Coundihe ¥
United Nations has asked the Governmef
of Canada to establish minimum standarg
for social assistance, applicable at the fed-
eral, provincial and territorial levels.”

We must reverse undéunding of emegency shelters
and support services for victims of family violend&e
must address the shameful economic and social conditions
of Aboriginal women and girls, who have been particu-
larly vulnerable to racism and inequality - hundreds have
been murdered or disappeared. Internation#iiions of

dollars are wasted on war instead of developméefiot tsf

to provide women and girls with education and economic
opportunities, clean wateadequate health care, and more

human rights protection, including personal secuyrity

choice in marriage, and reproductive choice.

Global environmenal devasation impacts women and
children, from those living downstream from Canagl&drs
sands, to those living in drought stricken sub-sahafan
rica. Changing material conditions goes hand in hand with
changing social attitude3oday it is more obvious than
ever that war is the most terrible crime against humanity
In many countries, from the Middle EastAéghanistan

to Congo to Colombia, wars increasinglyder civilian
populationsWomen and children are casualties of bom-
bardment from the air and atrocities on the ground, and
also the most frequent victims of public health catastro-
phes arising from the destruction of power plants, water
supply systems and hospitals.

The Communist Party expresses our full solidarity for

the women who are involved in the struggle for survival
under dificult conditions.We call on all governments to
demand that the state of Israel abandon its policy of terr
torial expansion, violence and economic strangulation o
Palestinian communities, an apartheid policy which im-
poses terrible hardships upon the women of Gaza and tl
West Bank.The women of Haiti need our full solidarity
following the tragic earthquake in that country; we reject
the strategy of imperialist governments which have re
sponded by sending troops instead of medical personne
International Women's Day 2010akes place as the most
serious global economic crisis in decades dragslayoffs at
levels unseen in generations continue, destroyini
the livelihood of countless families, and threat-
ening much of the social infrastructure which has
improved women's lives. In response to the cri-
sis, the corporations, and the governments whicl
serve them, are increasing economic dispar
ity by cutting social programs and giving bail-
outs to wealthy shareholders and CEOs.
Rather than pay for the crisis which their sys-
tem created, the capitalists want to roll back
workers' gains and set the stage for edegp-
ening exploitation. Here in Canada, unem-
ployment is still rising, and the corporations
are pushing for wage and pension cdise
demand for a country-wide child care system,
a key issue in election after election, has
again been abandoned by the minority Harpel
government. Incrediblypay equity is actu-
ally under attack, with plans to reduce the op-
portunity for complaints through the courts.
TheTories have ignored calls to improve the Employmen
Insurance system paid for by all workeAs. the majority
of part-time and minimum wage workers, women are dis
proportionately undeprotected; only three women out of
ten in the workforce are eligible to collect El. Even those
who do meet the requirements dasurvive on benefit rates
set at 55% of their low previous earnings.



